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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
'Vyage and Hour Div i s ion 
' 165 T e s t 46th S t r e e t 

- " ', New" York 19, N. Y. 

"Area of Product ion" Hearing December 12 
(Fresh F r u i t s and Vegetables Only) . • 

A ftearing on the d e f i n i t i o n of "a rea of product ion" under t h e Fa i r 
Labor Standard^ Act (iTage-Hour Law) wi th r e s pec t t o f r e sh f r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s 
vras annoxmced tbday by L. Metcalfe "Walling, Admin i s t r a to r , for 10 a.m. 
December 12 a t th^ Nat ional Office of the ''Wage and Hour D iv i s ion , U. S. Depar t 
raent of Labor, 165.,.YIest 46th S t r e e t , Kew York, K. Y. 

Last June \ h e Supreme Court in Ad.dison, e t a l v . Hol ly H i l l F r u i t 
Products , I n c . , he ld \ h e previous d e f i n i t i o n i n v a l i d and remanded t h e case t o 
t h e D i s t r i c t Court " v ; i ^ i n s t r u c t i o n s t o hold i t u n t i l the Admin i s t r a to r , by 
making a v a l i d de te rmina t ion of the area wi th a l l d e l i b e r a t e speed, a c t s w i t h 
i n t h e a u t h o r i t y given hxjp hy Congress ." . . -

Two a l t e r n a t i v e d9*finitions and any o thers t h a t may bc proposed v r i l l 
be considered a t the hea r ing \ r t i i ch follovfs country-wide c o n s u l t a t i o n vrith em
ployers and labor i n the i n d u s t r y . The t'.'.'-o proposed d e f i n i t i o n s in the formal 
n o t i c e of hear ing publ ished i n t t e Fodoral Reg i s t e r today and a v a i l a b l e a t t h e 
Nat ional and a t any Regional Offio^ of the Div is ion a re based on 

(1) 20 per cen t of crop l ^ d i n t h e county ha rves t ed i n f r u i t s and 
vege tab les and loc . a t i o i \ o f t h e p l an t in the open coimtry or i n 
a r u r a l community, dc f i iw l as a town of l o s s than 2,500 or no t 
vj-ithin 3 miles of a l a rgeXtown up t o 10,000, 6 railes of a c i t y 

' ' • up t o 25,000, lO.'milcs of ^ i t y up t o 100,000, or 20 mi les of 
of a l a r g e r p l ace , or 

(2) l o c a t i o n of the p l a n t in the cfccn country or a r u r a l ccnmunity 
(as above) w i th 95 per cent or \ o r e of t ho raw product coming 
from farms v / i th in t h e immediate ^bocality defined as 10 m.ilcs 
i n a s t a t e wi th a popula t ion d e n s ^ y of moro than 50 per square 

~ m i l e , 15 miles i n a s t a t e wi-th 20 -ci^ 50 per square milo and 20 
miles in s t a t e s v/.ith l e s s d e n s i t y . 

The Fai r Labor Standards Act in Seot ion 13(G^i(l0) exempts canning, 
packing and c e r t a i n o thcr opera t ions on f resh f r u i t s an \vc .Tc t ab l e s "wi th in 
the a r ea of p roduc t ion (as defined by the A d m i n i . s t r a t o r ) \ from i t s minimum 
wage and overt ime p r o v i s i o n s . ..'"' 

Notice of i n t e n t i o n to appear a t t h e hear ing shoulX bo f i l e d v.dth 
the Admin is t ra to r in Ke-iT York no t l a t e r than Decombor 2 . In Mou of persona l 
appearance, w r i t t e n s ta temonts may bc f i l e d p r i o r t o the d a t e d^ t h e h e a r i n g . 

A ropor t con ta in ing oconomic data bea r ing on t h e formulVbion of a 
d e f i n i t i o n w i l l bo made a v a i l a b l e t o i n t e r e s t e d persons on w r i t t c n \ r c q u o s t t o 
the A d m i n i s t r a t o r . 

Fresh f r u i t s and vege tab les account for raoro than h a l f tho iMl l i on 
and a q u a r t e r workers a f fec ted by "a rea of p roduc t ion . " Hearings a re -cte be 
scheduled i n January on g r a i n , c o t t o n , tobacco, n u t s , dry ed ib l e beans ?«̂ d 
o the r products a l s o a f f e c t e d . 
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