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“"Area of Production" Hearing Déé;;;;r 12
(Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Only)

caring on the definition of "area of production” under the Fair
Labor Standardy Act (Wage-Hour Law) with respect to fresh fruits and vegetables
was announced taday by L. Metcalfe Walling, Administrator, for 10 a.m.

December 12 at the National Office of the Wage and Hour Division, Ue. S. Depart-
ment of Labor, 163, West 46th Street, New York, NW. Y.

Last June {he Supreme Court in Addison, et al ve Holly Hill Fruit
Products, Ince., held the previous definition invelid and remended the case to
the District Court "with instructions to hold it until the Administrator, by
making a valid determindtion of the arca with all deliberate speed, acts with-
in the authority given hlw by Congress."

Two alternative définitions and any others that may be proposed will
be considered at the hearing Which follows country-wide consultation with em-
ployers and labor in the indus®yry. The two proposed definitions in the formal
notice of hearing published in fe Fecdoral Register today and available at the
National and at any Regional Offidg of the Division are based on

(1) 20 per cent of crop 1l3nd ir the county harvested in fruits and
. vegetables and locatiorhof the plant in the open country or in
a rurcel community, defindd as a town of less than 2,500 or not
within 3 miles of a larger® town up to 10,000, 6 miles of a city |
up to 25,000, 10.milcs of a\gity up to 100,000, or 20 miles of |
of a larger placc, or
(2) 1location of the plant in the dgen country or = rural community
(as above) with 95 per cent or More of the row product coming
from farms within the immediate Mocality defined as 10 miles
in a state with a population density of more than 50 per square
mile, 15 miles in a sbate with 20 t§ 50 pcr square mile and 20
miles in states with -less density. 1

The Fair Labor Standards Act in Section 13(aY(10) excmpts canning,
packing and certain othor operations on fresh fruits anf vegctables "within
the area of production (as defincd by the Administrator)N from its minimum
wage and overtime provisions,

be filed with
Mou of personal
the hearing.

Notice of intention to appear at the hearing should
the Administrator in New York not later than December 2, In
appearance, written statemcnts may be filed prior to the date O

A report containing economic data bearing on the formulltion of a
definition will be made available to intercstcd persons on written
the Administrator.

Fresh fruits and vegetablcs account for more than half the mi
and a quartcr workers affceted by "arca of production.™ Hearings are

other products also affected.






